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MINUTES OF THE  
RECREATION COMMISSION 

 
 Hopatcong Borough Hall, Hopatcong, NJ 

April 14, 2015  
 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman called the meeting to order at 8:00 P.M. 
 
 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT:  Chairman read statement as follows: 
 
This meeting is held in accordance with the 1975 Open Public Meetings Act, NJSA 10:4-
6 et seq., annual notice having been forwarded to the New Jersey Herald/New Jersey 
Sunday Herald, and posted on the bulletin board maintained in the Municipal Building for 
public announcements.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chairwoman, invited all present to salute the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
PRESENT:  Dave Barella, Dave Barnish, Sue Gorgolione, Marshall Speizer, Danette 
Swanson, Cathy Millian 
 
ABSENT: Corde Motyka 
 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Recreation Director Sue Parichuk, Council Liaison John 
Young, Recording Secretary Christy Rehe 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
Street Hockey 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Movie Night – Friday May 1st showing Big Hero Six at 7:30pm in the HS Auditorium. 
Summer Rec Flyer – New flyer this year with two discount options. 
 
The beginning balance for the Recreation Summer Camp was $9,002.00. The program 
took in $56,830.00  in membership fees  and payroll costs were $43,632.00 of which 
$972.00 was spent on snacks, $1360.00 was spent for pizza, $311.02 was spent on ice 
cream and $7,532.25 was spent on arts & crafts, equipment and events held for the 
children. The balance of the program is $12,024.65. Ryan Smircich and Dana Iannuzzi 
are requesting an increase of their salary. Ryan is requesting an increase of 700.00 from 
the $8,000.00 he received last summer and Dana is requesting an increase to $23.50 
from the $22.46 per hour she received last summer. Cathy stated that Ryan should get a 
stipend for working the extra hours for early drop off times. He has not taken any extra 
pay for coming in early. Dana would like to work PT only this summer. Alyssa Sullivan 
who worked as a counselor last year wants to work PT splitting the duties of Assistant 
Director with Dana at a recommended start rate of $18.00 an hour. Discussion ensued in 
regards to the exact percentages of the increases. Councilman Young made a 
suggestion to talk to Mr. Elia in regards to the increase percentage based upon Borough 
employees.  
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Dave Barella made a motion to approve salary increases per Bob Elia’s 
recommendation for the above mentioned counselors for the 2015 Summer Recreation 
Camp 4 Kids program. Dave Barnish seconded the request. 
ROLL CALL: Dave Barella–yes, Dave Barnish-yes, Sue-yes, Marshall-yes, Danette-yes, 
Cathy-yes. All were in favor.  
 
The program is doing so well that the Recreation Department is receiving calls asking if 
the program will take out of town residents. Cathy will check with the Borough and the 
Hopatcong Schools Administrator to see if they are allowed to accept non Hopatcong 
residents. Discussion ensued about purchasing new equipment for the program this 
season. Dave Barella made a motion to approve purchasing a ping pong table and other 
equipment and crafts not to exceed the amount of $5,000.00. Dave Barnish seconded 
the request. 
ROLL CALL: Dave Barella–yes, Dave Barnish-yes, Sue-yes, Marshall-yes, Danette-yes, 
Cathy-yes. All were in favor.  
 
Hopatcong Days - is July 11th and we need to decide if we want to hire the Magician at a 
cost of $400.00 for two shows again. Dave Barella made a motion to hire the Magician 
for Hopatcong Days at the amount of $400.00. Dave Barnish seconded the motion. 
ROLL CALL: Dave Barella–yes, Dave Barnish-yes, Sue-yes, Marshall-yes, Danette-yes, 
Cathy-yes. All were in favor.  
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Street Hockey Update 
Sue Gorgolione the Recreation Liaison to the Street Hockey program gave an update 
saying that there are 109 kids playing and they will get their uniform shirts on Saturday 
the 18th. She also stated that Cory Tillery is her liaison for the Hockey program. Daniella 
Sacco is also available to act as liaison for the program. Daniella has been speaking with 
Mr. Elia in regards to the hockey rink repairs. Discussion ensued regarding the hockey 
jerseys for the teams. Aldo wanted Lynn from Needles and Pins Alterations to purchase 
the jerseys for the team but the cost would have been $250.00 more. Cathy stated that 
the Recreation Department should always order the team jerseys. Sue Parichuk the 
Recreation Director received a quote of $19.00 a piece for the jerseys. Lynn matched the 
quoted price and therefor the jerseys were ordered by Lynn. Lynn gave the invoice to Sue. 
Danette asked what happened with the questions being asked about the donation checks 
claimed to be handed in to the Recreation Commission by Lynn of Needles and Pins 
Alterations.  
Daniella Sacco, one of the liaisons for the Street Hockey program shared that they were 
never told of any specific checks handed in by Lynn as a donation to the Street Hockey 
program only that they were told that Lynn had ordered “Hopatcong Street Hockey” shirts 
for the kids and parents and that when once they were sold if there was money left over 
as profit from the shirts that she would then write a donation check to the Borough in the 
name of the Street Hockey program as a way to help out monetarily since they are not 
allowed to fundraise. Daniella reports that unfortunately not many shirts were ever 
purchased therefor there hasn’t been any extra money made to be donated. The 
Recreation Commission again stated that they and the Borough have not received any 
donation checks from Lynn or Needles and Pins Alterations. 
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SUE PARICHUK’S REPORT: 
 
Easter – Sue thanked Little League for their candy donation and the seniors from the 
Senior Center for once again filling the Easter eggs. 6,000 eggs were filled for the hunt. 
Danette spoke of a complaint regarding a 4 year old child who only got 3 eggs during the 
hunt because parents were hunting for the eggs for their children and there were not 
enough eggs for the kids to find. After discussion ensued a suggestion for next year may 
be to hand out smaller types of baskets to hunt for the eggs that would be smaller and 
accommodate only a certain amount of eggs per child. Other suggestions were to maybe 
have the Boy Scouts or the Explorers help out. Everyone agreed that the snacks offered 
after the hunt were a big hit. 
Street Hockey – Sue said that the cracks were filled on Monday so the hockey rink will 
remain closed till Wednesday. Sue purchased extra safety equipment for the Hockey 
program. She said that they needed extra chest protectors, helmets, gloves and goal 
pads for the little kids. She received approval from Borough Administrator Bob Elia. The 
total cost was $604.85. Cathy stated that having the increase of $5.00 for the registration 
signup was the reason they were able to purchase that equipment.  
Dave Barella made a motion to approve the already made purchase of the needed 
protective equipment and any more needed not exceeding $655.95. Marshall Speizer 
seconded the motion. 
ROLL CALL: Dave Barella–yes, Dave Barnish-yes, Sue-yes, Marshall-yes, Danette-yes, 
Cathy-yes. All were in favor. 
 
MEETING OPEN TO PUBLIC:   
 
Dawn Pollack – Asked if the ice packs and other first aid equipment are purchased by 
the town for the Street Hockey program. Sue said she has purchased ice packs in the 
past and will get more if needed. Dawn also requested a copy of the Street Hockey 
account balance to see how much money was leftover for trophies and awards. Sue told 
her she can get that information for her. 
 
Daniella Sacco – Wanted to know where on the website she can read the Recreation 
Minutes. She said that they were not on the web site under the Recreation Commission 
when she last looked.  
 
MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC: 
 
After giving all persons present an opportunity to address the Recreation Commission, the 
Chairman closed the meeting to the public to return to the regular order of business. 
 
Field Walk - The results of the field walk were discussed by Sue Gorgolione and Dave 
Barella who walked the fields.  
Jefferson field - infield is closed due to the fact that it was too wet. Dave Barella wanted 
to make a motion to keep the field closed because of the broken fence. Sue Gorgolione 
thinks the fence is a safety issue to children playing in the park because the fence is bent 
outward. Cathy agrees that the fence needs to be fixed but does not think it is a hindrance 
upon the ball players since they do not play near there. Sue thinks it can be a potential 
problem for any child playing near it. The part of the fence that poses a potential hazard 
is behind the first base side of the field. Councilman Young requested having DPW go and 
caution tape it off so kids are aware. Cathy will have DPW go out and take a look at it to 
see if they can fix the problem or at least rope it off. 
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Veteran’s Field - is in good shape and could benefit from having a fence around it to try to 
keep the deer off of the field.  
Nariticong Field - has a few bleachers that were bent but otherwise ok. 
Squire Field – recommendation is to have goal posts painted and have some of the field 
holes filled in. 
Modick Park – wires on the trees from the Christmas Spectacular held in December are 
hanging low and pose a hazard. 
Skate Park – Dave and Sue spoke to a few kids there skating who requested having a 
few garbage cans that are bolted down so that they could not be moved and if possible a   
12’ – 15’ handrail to add to the park possibly in the future. 
Hockey Rink – recently had the cracks filled/repaired. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES: Danette made a motion to approve the minutes of 
March 10, 2015 and Marshall seconded the motion. All in were in favor. 
 
NEXT MEETING: May 12, 2015. 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: Motion to adjourn made by Dave Barella and seconded by 
Marshall, all were in favor. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 9:09 PM. 
 
Submitted by,  
 
 
Christy Rehe 
Recording Secretary 


